January 28, 2021

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 10 Executive]

YEAS—55

Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Romney
Blumenthal Kaine Rosen
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Capito Leahy Shaheen
Cardin Lujan ;
Carper Manchin Slngma

mith
Casey Markey
Collins Menendez Stapenow
Coons Merkley Sullivan
Cortez Masto Murkowski Tester
Duckworth Murphy Van Hollen
Durbin Murray Warnock
Feinstein Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
Heinrich Portman

NAYS—42
Barrasso Grassley Paul
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Blunt Hawley Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Burr Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Lummis Toomey
Daines Marshall Tuberville
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
NOT VOTING—3

Cramer Graham Warner

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). On this vote, the yeas are 55,
the nays are 42.

The motion is agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant bill clerk read
the nomination of Alejandro Nicholas
Mayorkas, of the District of Columbia,
to be Secretary of Homeland Security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the
Chair.)

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KAINE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO GARY MUDD

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
American Printing House for the Blind,
APH, has held a special place in Gary
Mudd’s life since he was in the sixth
grade. Over the last three decades, he
has become one of the leading voices
and most successful advocates for the
world’s largest nonprofit creating edu-
cational products for people who are
blind and visually impaired. Now, Gary
is closing that book and beginning a
well-deserved retirement. As he does, I
would like to offer my congratulations
and recognize his many contributions
to APH’s mission and its future.

As a student, Gary took classes next
door to APH at the Kentucky School
for the Blind in Louisville. His text-
books prominently displayed APH’s
name. His teachers spoke of the organi-
zation with the highest esteem. And at
night in his dorm room, he could hear
the churn of the braille printing press-
es. At this early age, Gary was sur-
rounded by the positive difference APH
could make in a person’s life.

Of course, his path to APH wasn’t as
easy as walking next door. Gary got his
start working in radio. After 4 years,
he decided he wanted to join the print-
ing house. Anyone who Kknows Gary
could tell you that once he set his
mind on the job, it was only a matter
of time before a new opportunity be-
came available. To hear him tell it,
Gary badgered APH’s then-president
until he got the chance to put his skills
to work as a marketing associate in
1986.

Decades of Gary’s characteristic per-
sistence brought more opportunities
and new responsibilities. At last, he
got the chance to steer the organiza-
tion as its vice president of govern-
ment and community affairs. Through
books, tactile educational products,
and ever improving technologies, Gary
helped APH drive inclusion and help
students and adults achieve success.

At every step, Gary has continued
learning and adapting to advance
APH’s mission. He has built strong re-
lationships with educational experts
and community leaders. In 2011, he
even had the chance to join Dolly
Parton on stage as they announced a
partnership with the music icon’s
Imagination Library.

I have had the pleasure of working
closely with Gary to deliver hundreds
of millions of Federal dollars to help
APH serve people throughout the coun-
try. On Capitol Hill, Gary’s loyal guide
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dogs, Heathcliff and Denver, are prob-
ably as well-known and admired as he
is. With a gentle nature and a passion
for his work, Gary has made friends
and allies throughout Washington who
are eager to support APH’s inspiring
work.

Gary has a lot of plans for his retire-
ment, but they don’t include slowing
down. He looks forward to pursuing
passions like biking around Louisville,
reading the books on his shelf, and
maybe even going back to school. His
first goal is to spend more time with
his wife, Susan, their daughters and
their grandchildren. He has earned
every minute of it. I encourage my
Senate colleagues to join me in thank-
ing Gary for his leadership in Ken-
tucky and to send him into retirement
with our best wishes.

REMEMBERING BARBARA A.
O’MALLEY

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a beloved
figure in the Senate community, the
late Barbara A. O’Malley, who passed
away on January 6.

For three decades, Mrs. O worked in
the office of our former colleague, Sen-
ator Barbara Mikulski of Maryland.
She ran the front desk, which means I
had the pleasure of seeing her regularly
on the way to and from my nearby of-
fice. Hspecially in the mornings, she
and I would chat about the news, the
Senate, our families, and whatever
else. She always greeted me with tre-
mendous affection and kindness and
baked some of the most delicious cook-
ies I and my staff have ever had. We
will miss her greatly.

Mrs. O deeply loved her family. She
was married to her husband, Thomas
Martin, for 52 years until his death in
2006. Together, they had six children:
Peter, Paul, Patrick, Martin, Eileen,
and Bridgett; 15 grandchildren; and 8
great-grandchildren.

She also loved airplanes. While still
in high school, she was among the first
women to volunteer for the Civil Air
Patrol during World War II, earning
her pilot’s license and taking to the
skies. Later in life, she volunteered at
the Smithsonian Air and Space Mu-
seum to bring her love for aircraft and
flight to all those who visited.

The saying goes, if you want a friend
in Washington, get a dog. Mrs. O
proved that wrong. She treated every-
one with good will and offered an im-
portant example of friendship to Sen-
ators and staff alike. Mrs. O lived her
life in service to her Catholic faith, to
her beloved State of Maryland, and to
the Senate. I am proud to have called
her a friend.

REMEMBERING SHIRLEY
ABRAHAMSON
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I rise to recognize the distinguished
life of Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief
Justice Shirley Abrahamson, who died
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